110            THE BRITISH COLONIAL EMPIRE
counter-erosion measures, and the latter were also necessary
in Basutoland. Improvements in methods of cultivation and
cattle-breeding, irrigation, marketing, medical and educa-
tional services were also started with the aid of Colonial
Development funds, but the whole programme depends
upon the willing co-operation of the native peoples, some
of whom are intensely conservative, and it must be spread
over a period of years. Good progress has, however, already
been made, and there is scope for considerable further
development.
Native policy and the co-operation of the Union will
largely determine the future of the Protectorates, but even
if Basutoland and Swaziland are eventually to be incor-
porated in the Union, this need not apply to Bechuanaland,
the northern portion of which at least might alternatively
be amalgamated with Southern Rhodesia or with a Rhodesian
Union.
There remain various questions concerning Africa as a
whole which should be briefly glanced at here.
As was pointed out at the beginning of Chapter IV,
apart from die Union of South Africa, the African continent
is largely divided up between various European Powers.
The British Colonies in West Africa are embedded in French
territory, British Somaliland is also isolated, and only the
East and Central African Colonies form a continuous block.
The boundaries both of these and of other Powers' terri-
tories are, however, largely arbitrary, and have little relation
to physical or racial conditions in Africa, having been deter-
mined by political considerations in Europe.
Yet Africa is a whole and presents many problems which
cut right across political boundaries. It is true that the
same may be said in some measure of Europe, but there at
least only the indigenous races are concerned, and matters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